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Making a Difference  

Our program had been advocating for five children for the past five years, with two volunteers 
serving the children during this time.  These children entered foster care in 2005 due to severe 
neglect and drug use on the part of their mother.  They were also physically abused by the father of 
the youngest two children.  Four of these children have been in the same foster home since they 
came into the system in 2005, and thanks to our volunteerôs perseverance they have now been 
adopted by this foster family with the oldest childôs adoption in February (just days before her 18th 
birthday) and the other 3 in March.  This is from the adoptive mother, Cathy Brannon:  

ñI am writing today on behalf of CASA.  I would like to express our sincere thanks for all that CASA 
has done to support our foster children while they have been in our household.  We have had our 
children 4 years, and during that time we have had very active CASA workers, who faithfully came 
and checked in with our children.  There were times that the children were given new foster care 
workers and we did not really get the opportunity to get close to those workers, but our CASA 
workers have stayed faithful, and they have 
remained consistent.  All of our children looked 
forward to our CASA workers coming to visit.  
We have little ones who have very aggressive 
behaviors, at times, and there was a point that 
our foster children were going to be removed 
from our home within a week because we could 
not get one of our children the help that he 
needed.  Our CASA was able to call a meeting 
with the court and we in turn were able to get the 
little guy set up with mental health specialists 
that could get him the help immediately that was 
needed.  This allowed us to give our foster 
children a long term placement, but it also gave 
them a home.  We were able to adopt all of the 
kids in March of this year.  All four of the 
children are thriving, and succeeding in their 
daily goals.  Our little guy that also had such 
severe behaviors has not had to return to the 
mental hospital anymore.  He is happy and 
healthy.  I am grateful for CASA, and it is 
imperative that each child who comes into the 
court system have the opportunity as our children did to have the stability and caring heart of that 
one consistent individual, who is willing to go the extra mile to be that voice for a child who may not 
be able to speak for themselves.ò 



òWhat you do speaks so loudly I canõt hear what you are saying.ó   

Ralph Waldo Emerson 

Sunflower CASA Awarded Grant to Continue Implementing PURPLE 

Sunflower CASA was recently awarded a grant from the Greater 
Manhattan Community Foundation to continue implementing the Period 
of PURPLE Crying , a shaken baby syndrome (SBS) prevention program, 
in Manhattan.  In 2009, our agency partnered with Kansas Children's 
Service League and Mercy Regional Health Center to start the program in 
the Riley County. PURPLE was developed by the National Center on 
Shaken Baby Syndrome based on new scientific information about 
normal infant crying.  The program teaches parents and caregivers that it 
is normal for infants to cry and that it is all right to leave a crying baby in 
a safe place (like an infant seat or crib) and walk away rather than 
resorting to shaking or injuring the infant.  

In the past year, we have provided over 5,000 pieces (brochures, diaper 
bag tags, posters, magnets) to our partner agencies to distribute to new 
parents in the community.  Many thanks to our partners ðFlint Hills 
Community Clinic, Early Head Start, Parents As Teachers, Infant-Toddler 
Services, Family Connections (Riley and Pott. Counties), KSU Center for 
Child Development, College Avenue Early Learning Center, Stonecreek Family Physicians, Hey Baby, 
and Healthy Baby Boutique.  Thanks to our partners and our grantors for making this prevention 
project possible in our community!  

Fall CASA Training  

Be the difference between abuse and hopeðvolunteer as a Court Appointed Special Advocate!  Fall 

training starts Monday, September 13th from 6 -9 p.m. (location to be determined) and will continue 

on Monday nights through November 1st.  Contact Bridget for more information ð 

bridget@sunflowercasa.org or 785-537-6367. 

Save the Date �² Motorcycle CASA 2010 is scheduled for September 26th!  

Mark your calendar now for Sunday, September 26th and plan to join us for our annual motorcycle 

poker run!  Registration is available in advance by contacting the CASA office 

(bridget@sunflowercasa.org or 785-537-6367) or the day of the event from 10 a.m.ðnoon at Brooks 

Yamaha at 8070 Highway 24th.  The ride starts at noon from Brooks Yamaha and tours the beautiful 

Flint Hills with stops in Olsburg, Clay Center, and City Cycle Sales in Junction City.  The ride ends 

with food specials at RC McGraws.  There are prizes for the best and worst hands of poker.   

If you donôt have a motorcycle, please consider volunteering your time at one of our stops!   

UPCOMING EVENTS  


