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Highlights from Light of Hope 2010  

Sunflower CASA Project held our 8th annual Light of Hope vigil on Monday, April 26th.  Highlights 
of the event included a keynote speech by former Assistant County Attorney, Mellissa Rundus, 
presentation of the Light of Hope Advocacy award to our own Jennifer Anguiano, and presentation 
of Presidential Volunteer Service Awards to volunteers who contributed more than 100 hours on 
their cases in the past two years.   

Mellissa Rundus provided a touching overview of the importance of CASA volunteers to our 
community, to the Court, and to the children they serve.  Mellissa stated that C-A-S-A means so 
much more than the role the volunteers play.  She expanded on the meaning of each of the letters: 

C is for commitment.  Being a CASA volunteer requires dedication.  It is a ñlife choiceò where the 
volunteer commits to taking a child ñconsistently into their heart.ò 

A is for acceptance.  The CASA volunteer accepts their CASA child as they are and loves them for who 
they are.  They may be the only person in the childôs life who provides that unconditional acceptance.  
Volunteers often must accept the shortcomings of the childôs biological family as they work to 
reintegrate the child into their home.  

S is for sacrifice.  Volunteers sacrifice their own time to advocate for their CASA child, sometimes 
spending more time and energy than some biological parents do advocating for their own children.  
CASA volunteers ñthink about their CASA children when they are in bed at night thinking of the 
blessings they have in their own lives.ò 

A is for asset.  CASA volunteers are an asset to our community and to the children they serve.  They 
are truly ñthe change they hope to see in the world.ò 

Cont. page 2 

Kansas CASA Association News ðWE NEED YOUR HELP!  

t 

The Kansas CASA Association is one of five organizations chosen by the Wal-Mart Foundation to participate 

in a new program called Associates Choice.  Employees of Wal-Mart and Samôs Club will have the change to 

vote in June and July for their favorite of the five organizations and the winner will receive $100,000!  Each 

time you visit Wal -Mart or Samôs Club between now and the end of July, please mention Kansas CASA and the 

Associates Choice grant and ask them for their vote.  Let them know about the important work done on behalf 

of abused and neglected children by CASA volunteers across the state.  This grant would allow Kansas CASA 

to recruit and train 350 new volunteer advocates and provide activity kits and Birthday Boxes (see page 2) to 

CASA children across the state. 



Light of Hope, cont.  

For the past five years, the Light of Hope Advocacy award has been presented to a professional or 
group of professionals in our community who have positively impacted the lives of abused and ne-
glected children.  This year we decided to recognize a CASA staff memberðJennifer Anguiano, Advo-
cate Supervisor.  Jennifer has been with our agency for over seven years, and in that time, she has 
been a strong advocate for our program, our volunteers, and most importantly, for the children she 
has served as a CASA volunteer.  Thank you, Jennifer, for all you do.  You are truly the difference be-
tween abuse and hope for so many children, volunteers, and professionals in the court system! 

Presidential Volunteer Service Awards were presented to the following volunteers: 

2008      2009  
Jennifer Anguiano    Jennifer Anguiano  
Jack Flouer    Jack Hoagland 
Jack Hoagland   Kay Hummel  
Kathy Martin     Becky McIntire -Goff 
Elizabeth Ploetz   Sam Wisely 
 
A special thank you to everyone who attended, to our Board for providing refreshments, and to our 
intern Whitney Doebele for coordinating an excellent event!   

òLifeõs most urgent question is what are you doing for others?ó   

Martin Luther King, Jr. 

Birthday Boxes for CASA Kids  

This idea comes to us from CASA of the 4th 

Judicial District in Ottawa, Kansas who are 

providing a Birthday Box for each of their CASA 

children that includes all of the supplies needed 

to throw a birthday party (plates, cups, napkins, 

party favors, decorations, gift certificates for cake 

and pizza).  I know from my own cases this is 

something that would be have been very helpful, 

as I often provided the supplies for a party during 

a visit with their biological family.  Every child 

deserves to feel special on their birthday! 

At my daughterôs 2nd birthday party last week, we asked our guests to bring items for the Birthday 

Boxes rather than gifts for Lily and we now have quite a start to this project in our office!  If you are 

part of a group that might be interested in helping with this project, please let me know.   



CYCLE CASA 2010  

We held our 11th annual CYCLE CASA fundraiser on May 22nd.  It 

was a VERY windy day, but that didnôt keep the cyclists away!  116 

cyclists joined us for our biggest ride to date and we raised almost 

$13,000 to support the work of our agency.  Many thanks to 

Bridget Howland, Resource Development Director, for her hard 

work coordinating this event.  Thanks are also in order to the 

following:  

Event Volunteers: 

Kelly Adams 

Aaron ApelðBig Poppi Bicycle Co. 

Dave ColburnðThe Pathfinder 

Barbara Crooks 

Whitney Doebele 

Jack Hoagland 

Kay Hummel  

Mike Larkin  

George Lauppe 

Travis Linnemann  

Debbie Nuss 

Jami Ramsey 

Kayela Richard 

Lynne Stitz 

Bria Taddiken 

And a great big thank you to Brian Carter and MAARS (Manhattan Area Amateur Radio Society) for 

providing support throughout the event!  

 

 

 

 Food Donations/Preparation:  

 Deep Creek Womenôs Group 

 Sharon Greene 

 Kathy and Chick Howland  

 Lynne Stitz 

 Clay Taylor 

 Cheri Wickham 

 Eastside and Westside Markets 

 Hy-vee 

 Panera Bread 

 Pepsi Cola of Manhattan 

 Quaker Oats Co. 

 Wal-Mart  

 

Kyle and Paulette Arnold before the ride 


